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Each year on the last day of October kids all around
the world, especially in America, dress up as all kinds
of characters - some evil and some cute, and
everything in between, then go from house to house
banging on doors, ringing doorbells while threating
the people of the house with the warning slogan,
"Trick or Treat". All of this to achieve the success of
filling a small bag with questionable pieces of sweets
and candies.
Meanwhile, adults become preoccupied in neighborly
competition to see who can come up with the wierdest
front yard or porch display on the block. Ghosts,
spiders, skulls and skeletons, carved up pumpkins with
creepy or comical faces, lit up inside by candles
decorate the majority of dwellings.
Kids are not the only ones suited up for the occassion
either. Grown-ups have their share of unusual outfits
and made over faces, some scary, others suggestive or
downright comical.
Some Muslims are concerned and asking whether or
not these activities are halal (permissible) or haram
(not permitted) according to Islam. Every year we
receive many emails, phone calls and texts asking
about participation in this event. That is of course, the
reason for this article.
Question: Halloween? Is it OK? Yes or No?

Answer: It is HARAM-O-WEEN to the believers.
Question #2: Why? It doesn't seem to harm anyone.
Kids have fun and mingle with neighbors. What's the
big deal?
Answer: Because it is related to two other religions.
Question #3: Are you sure? I mean, come on everybody is doing it. Jews, Christians and even
atheists enjoy the "spirit of the occassion".
Answer: We do not judge permissablilty of actions
just based on the number of people who join together
to do these actions.
Question #4: Where's the proof for what you are
saying?
Answer: We thought you would never ask - Ha, ha.
Let us consider the true history and development of
this celebration, where it came from, how it was
modified and what twists have been introduced and
implemented over the centuries. Then you decide if
Islam allows it or not...
Every year, on the evening of October 31st, millions
of children around the world and across North
America paint their faces, dress up in costumes, and
go door to door collecting treats. The adults often
decorate their houses with ghostly figures, carve scary
faces on pumpkins, and put candles in them to create
"Jack-O-Lanterns." Unfortunately, among the millions
of North Americans indulging in this custom, many
are also Muslims. This article will shed some light on
the significance and origins of Hallow'een, and why
Muslims should not participate in it.
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The ancient Celtic (Irish/Scottish/Welsh) festival
called Samhain is considered by most historians and
scholars to be the predecessor of what is now
Hallow'een. Samhain was the New Year's day of the
pagan Celts. It was also the Day of the Dead, a time
when it was believed that the souls of those who had
died during the year were allowed access into the
"land of the dead". Many traditional beliefs and
customs associated with Samhain continue to be
practiced today on the 31st of October. Most notable
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of these customs are the practice of leaving offerings
of food and drink (now candy) to masked and
costumed revelers, and the lighting of bonfires.
Elements of this festival were incorporated into the
Christian festival of All Hallow's Eve, or HallowEven, the night preceding All Saint's (Hallows') Day.
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It is the glossing of the name Hallow- Even that has
given us the name of Hallow'een. Until recent times in
some parts of Europe, it was believed that on this night
the dead walked amongst them, and that witches and
warlocks flew in their midst. In preparation for this,
bonfires were built to ward off these malevolent
spirits.
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By the 19th century, witches' pranks were replaced by
children's tricks. The spirits of Samhain, once believed
to be wild and powerful were now recognized as
being evil. Devout Christians began rejecting this
festival. They had discovered that the so-called gods,
godesses, and other spiritual beings of the pagan
religions, were diabolicaldeceptions. The spiritual
forces that people experienced during this festival
were indeed real, but they were manifestations of the
devil who misled people toward the worship of false
idols. Thus, they rejected the customs associated with
Hallow'een, including all representations of ghosts,
vampires, and human skeletons - symbols of the dead and of the devil and other malevolent and evil
creatures. It must also be noted that, to this day, many
Satan-worshippers consider the evening of October
31st to be their most sacred. And many devout
Christians today continue to distance themselves from
this pagan festival.
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Iman (faith) is the foundation of Islamic society, and
tauheed (the belief in the existence and Oneness of
Allah) is the essence of this faith and the very core of
Islam. The safeguarding of this iman, and of this pure
tauheed, is the primary objective of all Islamic
teachings and legislation. In order to keep the Muslim
society purified of all traces of shirk (associating
partners with Allah) and remnants of error, a
continuous war must be waged against all customs and
practises which originate from societies' ignorance of
divine guidance, and in the errors of idol worship.
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Our beloved Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon
Him) issued a stern warning: "Whoever imitates a
nation is one of them!" (Abu Da'oud). Muslims should
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heed this warning and refrain from copying or
imitating the kufar in their celebrations. Islam has
strongly forbidden Muslims to follow the religious or
social customs of the non-Muslims, and especially of
the idol-worshippers or those who worship the devil.
The Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) said: "By Him in
Whose hands is my life, you are ordered to enjoin
good and forbid evil, or else Allah will certainly afflict
you with torments. Thereafter, even your du'a
(supplications) will not be accepted." (Tirmidhi).
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From an Islamic standpoint, Hallow'een is one of the
worst celebrations because of its origins and history. It
is HARAM (forbidden), even if there may be some
seemingly good or harmless elements in those
practises, as evidenced by a statement from the
Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) "Every innovation (in
our religion) is misguidance, even if the people regard
it as something good" (ad-Daarimee). Although it may
be argued that the celebration of Hallow'een today has
nothing to do with devil-worship, it is still forbidden
for Muslims to participate in it. If Muslims begin to
take part in such customs, it is a sure sign of weak
iman and that we have either forgotten, or outrightly
rejected the mission of our Prophet (Peace Be Upon
Him) who came to cleanse us from jahiliyyah
customs, superstitions and false practises.
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Muslims are enjoined to neither imitate the behaviour
and customs of the non-Muslims, nor to commit their
indecencies. Behaviour-imitation will affect the
attitude of a Muslim and may create a feeling of
sympathy towards the indecent modes of life. Islam
seeks to cleanse the Muslim of all immoral conducts
and habits, and thus paving the way for the Qur'an and
Sunnah to be the correct and pure source for original
Islamic thought and behaviour. A Muslim should be a
model for others in faith and practice, behaviour and
moral character, and not a blind imitator dependant on
other nations and cultures.
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Even if one decides to go along with the outward
practises of Hallow'een without acknowledging the
deeper significance or historical background of this
custom, he or she is still guilty of indulging in this
pagan festival. Undoubtedly, even after hearing the
Truth, some Muslims will still participate in
Hallow'een, send their kids "trick-or-treating," and
they will try to justify it by saying they are doing it
merely to make their children happy. But what is the
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duty of Muslim parents? Is it to follow the wishes of
their children without question, or to mould them
within the correct Islamic framework as outlined in
the Qur'an and Sunnah? Is it not the responsibility of
Muslim parents to impart correct Islamic training and
instruction to their children? How can this duty be
performed if, instead of instructing the children in
Islam, parents allow and encourage their children to be
taught the way of the unbelievers? Allah exposes these
types of people in the Qur'an: "We have sent them the
Truth, but they indeed practise falsehood" (23:90).
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Muslim parents must teach their children to refrain
from practising falsehood, and not to imitate the nonMuslims in their customs and festivals. If the children
are taught to be proud of their Islamic heritage, they
themselves will, insha Allah, abstain from Hallow'een
and other non-Muslim celebrations, such as birthdays,
anniversaries, Christmas, Valentines Day, etc. The
Prophet Muhammad (s.a.s.) said: The Final Hour will
not come until my followers copy the deeds of the
previous nations and follow them very closely, span
by span, and cubit by cubit (inch by inch). (Bukhari).
Islam is a pure religion with no need to accomodate
any custom, practise or celebration that is not a part of
it. Islam does not distinguish between "secular and
sacred;" the shari'ah must rule every aspect of our
lives.
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"You must keep to my Sunnah and the sunnah of the
rightly-guided Caliphs; cling to it firmly. Beware of
newly invented matters, for every new matter is an
innovation, and every innovation is misleading."
(Bukhari)
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"When the people see a person committing a wrong,
but do not seize his hand to restrain him or her from
the deed, it is likely that Allah will punish them both."
(Abu Da'oud, Nasa'i, Tirmidhi)
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We have established, beyond doubt, that the
celebration of Hallow'een is absolutely forbidden in
Islam. It is HARAM. The question arises as to what to
do on this night. Muslim parents must not send their
kids out "trick-or-treating" on Hallow'een night. Our

We have established, beyond doubt, that the
celebration of Hallow'een is absolutely forbidden in
Islam. It is HARAM. The question arises as to what to
do on this night. Muslim parents must not send their
kids out "trick-or-treating" on Hallow'een night. Our

children must be told why we do not celebrate
Hallow'een. Most children are very receptive when
taught with sincerity, and especially when shown in
practice the joy of their own Islamic celebrations and
traditions. In this regard, teach them about the two
Islamic festivals of Eid. (Eid-ul-Fitr is fast
approaching, and this is the perfect time to start
preparing them for it.) It must also be mentioned that,
even Muslims who stay home and give out treats to
those who come to their door are still participating in
this festival. In order to avoid this, leave the front
lights off and do not open the door. Educate your
neighbours about our Islamic teachings. Inform them
in advance that Muslims do not participate in
Hallow'een, and explain the reasons why. (Give them
a copy of this flyer if needed.) They will respect your
wishes, and you will gain respect in the process. "A
person who calls another to guidance will be
rewarded, as will the one who accepts the message."
(Tirmidhi)
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Finally, we must remember that we are fully
accountable to Allah for all of our actions and deeds.
If, after knowing the Truth, we do not cease our unIslamic practises, we risk the wrath of Allah as He
himself warned us in the Qur'an: "Then let them
beware who refuse the Messenger's order lest some
trial befall them, or a grevious punishment be afflicted
upon them!" (24:63). This is a serious matter and not
to be taken lightly. And Allah knows best. May Allah
guide us, help us to stay on the right path, and save us
from all deviations and innovations that will lead us
into the fires of Hell.
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You can read more about this:

Footnotes:

The World Book Encyclopedia. Copyright 1984,
U.S.A. by World Book, Inc.

[1] The Hadeeth was reported as Marfoo` by AlHarawee but it was graded Da`eef by Shaykh AlAlbaanee in Ahkaam-ul-Janaa'iz.

Paterson, Lillie, "Halloween". Garrard, 1963. which traces
the origins of Halloween

What is confirmed is that it is a statement of
`Abdullaah ibn `Umar ibn Al-Khattaab (radiyallaahu
`anhumaa). This was reported by Al-Baihaqee in AlMadkhal ilas-Sunan (#191), Ibn Nasr in As-Sunnah
(#70), Ibn Battah in Al-Ibaanah (#205) and AlLaalikaa'ee in Sharh Usool I`tiqaad Ahlis-Sunnah walJamaa`ah (#126).
It was graded Saheeh by Shaykh Al-Albaanee in his
checking of Islaah-ul-Masaajid (p.15), in As-Saheehah
(2735) and Ahkaam-ul-Janaa’iz (124), by Shaykh
`Alee Hasan Al-Halabee in `Ilm Usool-il-Bid` (p.92)

and by Shaykh Mash-hoor Salmaan in his checking of
As-Suyootee’s Al-Amr bil-Ittibaa` wan-Nahy `anilIbtidaa` (p.64). Shaykh Saleem Al-Hilaalee said in AlBid`ah wa Atharuha As-Sayyi’ fil-Ummah (p.42): “Its
Isnaad is Saheeh like the sun!”
[2] This is reported by Ahmad (4/126), Abu Daawood
(4607), Ibn Maajah (43,44), At-Tirmidhee (2676), AlHaakim (1/95-96), Ibn Hibbaan (5) and others.
However, it is not in Saheeh-ul-Bukhaaree.
SOURCES (Accessed October 31, 2013):
Mr. Yusuf Estes’ article: http://islamnewsroom.com/news-we-need/1717-haram-o-ween
The article on TROID.ca: http://www.troid.ca/index.php/manhaj/abandoning-innovation/innovatedcelebrations/356-halloween-harmless-or-haraam

INITIAL ASSESSMENT AND FOLLOW-UP
The initial assumption made in this case was that it seemed Mr. Yusuf Estes copied the content from the
TROID.ca website, only adding an introduction and making minor changes throughout. This assumption was
made for the following reasons:
1) The TROID.ca article (dated February 1, 2001, according to Google) was published 12 years before that
of Mr. Yusuf Estes (dated October 30, 2013).
2) The additional introduction of Mr. Yusuf Estes’ article does not match the tone of the remainder, which
is typical in acts of plagiarism.
3) The unique spelling of the word Hallow’een and the British spelling choices.
4) Mr. Yusuf Estes’ history of plagiarism. (See our previous case studies.)

10-31-2013: Administration of TROID.ca was contacted and asked about the author and origin of the article in
question. They were given the link to Mr. Yusuf Estes’ article, and asked for an official statement
regarding the incident.
11-01-2013: Representatives of TROID.ca respond that they do not have any comment, nor do they want their
name associated with Mr. Estes.
12-19-2013: Case study published for the benefit of those interested in plagiarism studies in general, and to
warn against the specific violations of academic integrity perpetrated by Yusuf Estes as well. A
series of case studies of the plagiarism of Yusuf Estes is made available at
www.YusufEstesQuran.com, as well as other reports of incidents of academic dishonesty.
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